Girard Township
Regular Meeting-- MINUTES
Tuesday, August 18, 2026 – 6:00 p.m., Town Hall
Website: (www.girardtownship.us)

Chairman Blaine Larson opened the meeting at 6 p.m. with the pledge to the flag.
Present: Supervisors Larson, Peter Christianson, and Larry Estes, Treasurer Kathy Trites, Clerk Debbie Irmen
Absent: Road Maintenance Worker Will Luhning

Visitors: Randy Witt, Jeff Stabow 

Christianson moved to consider funding for Girard Cemetery which was added to the agenda as item C under new business. Estes seconded. Motion carried.

The Road Report was presented by Supervisor Larson in the absence of Luhning.
“Roads are in good condition for the moisture conditions. Equipment is running good. The road grader has a front tire that is starting to wear pretty badly. Might need to rotate or get a new tire. Waiting on Alf's to get the last of the graveling done but should be done this coming week.”

Road Project Striping – Road Engineer Jeff Stabnow presented a road striping proposal by Sir Lines-A-Lot from Edina to paint a double line on 230th St. and 440th Ave., for $4,000.00. The cost is .40 per linear foot which amounts to 10,000 LF on the two roads. 
Stabnow also recommended removing all No Passing signage along the two roads for traffic safety reasons. He also recommended that the township sealcoat the two roads in 2027 which will improve the quality and longevity of the roads.
Christianson moved to approve the proposal as presented. Estes seconded. Motion carried.
 
Christianson moved to approve the MINUTES from the July 21, 2026, Regular monthly meeting at the Town Hall. Estes seconded. Motion carried.

No Treasurer’s report was available at the time of the meeting.

[bookmark: _Hlk111789340]Monthly Claims
Christianson moved to approve claims as presented/audited, totaling $ 31,942.27; plus payroll for Christianson, Estes, Irmen, Jacobson, Larson, Luhning (2), and K. Trites, five election judges for a total of $1,330.00 (Trites and Irmen are included in the township payroll), and any additional claims that may be presented at this meeting. Estes seconded. Motion carried.

Mail—LREC newsletter



Reports/Information
The Clerk reported that the solid waste hauler, Steve’s Sanitation, will not increase rates in 2027; The goats used to manage vegetation at 43942 Blackjack Drive in Henning will make a second appearance in late July. The clerk will be featuring the option for managing vegetation in the October Township Electronic Newsletter; Board of Equalization online training available – open until Feb. 1, 2027 (recommend a second supervisor take the training); Summary of District 9 Meeting Monday, Aug. 17, Underwood; The Federal mileage rate went up to .76 cents to help offset high fuel prices; The Primary Election saw 175 ballots cast from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Five election judges oversaw the process, along with Treasure Kathy Trites and Clerk/Election Administrator Debbie Irmen. The clerk also collected 99 emails for the electronic newsletter during the election (there were several duplicates); added to the 47 already on file (plus 1 more), approximately 147 newsletters will go out in early October. My goal was 250 over 2 years. You approved paying a total of $1,330.00 to elections judges for the primary. The clerk suspected it will be about that much for the General Election in November. All Seasons Heating and Air Conditioning provided an AC unit to cool the Hall during the election. Outside temps were around 85 degrees. The clerk put up signs at the hall and will send a thank you. She asked the board to consider the purchase of an AC unit.

July Fire meeting – Supervisor Larson reported that the $25,210.40, the township’s share of the tanker truck, is due by the August Fire Meeting. A check was given to Larson to give to the Battle Lake Fire and Rescue Assoc., and the truck should be ready for pickup by Aug. 20. Another review of the personnel policy was conducted, and a T-shirt fundraiser continues. There were 13 fire calls in July, none in Girard Township.

New Business 
After a brief discussion, the board determined a variance hearing was needed for Chris Rose to construct a second approach his property. The clerk will research what is required for the variance hearing.

Estes moved to approve a building permit for Adam Smith Company to construct a 32x14 (448 sq. feet) addition to a single-family home at 25750 Co Hwy 5, at approximately $78,4000. Larson seconded. Motion carried, with Christianson abstaining due to a conflict of interest.

Supervisor Christianson moved to approve the Pro Ag Farmers Coop Propane Contract for winter fuel. Estes seconded. Motion carried. 

After a brief discussion, Christianson moved to approve a donation of $500.00 to the Girard Cemetery Fund requested by Randy Witt, to help cover mowing of the 5-acre plot. He was also advised to submit a request for funding in mid-February prior to the Annual meeting for consideration of a larger amount. Estes seconded. Motion carried.

Old Business
Christianson moved to approve support of a DNR Land Sale and letter of support as presented by the clerk. Larson seconded. Motion carried.
No action was taken on a previously approved funding request from Henning Ambulance as the clerk had learned another option for funding was being considered. The township will wait to learn more. 

No action has been taken on getting the Township/Town Hall sign updated. Supervisor Christianson continues to work on it.
		
The supervisors decided to wait until next year to schedule a Traffic Counter from Otter Tail County to provide additional time to determine where and when to locate the counter.

Using a customized performance evaluation worksheet, two of the supervisors determined that the job rating for the road maintenance worker warranted an increase in salary of $1.50, which also covers cost of living increases over the past year. Christianson moved to approve the increase from the present hourly rate of $32.00 to $33.50, with the overtime rate to be $50.25. Larson seconded. Motion carried. Estes voted no on the motion.

Dates to remember 
Saturday, Sept. 12, 2026 –Township Legal Seminar, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Couri & Ruppe Law Office, Glen-Kimberly Town Hall, Aitkin County (Debbie attending)
Tuesday, September 15, 2026 – Regular Township Meeting, 6 p.m., at Girard Town Hall
Tuesday, October 20, 2026 – Regular Township Meeting, 6 p.m., at Girard Town Hall
Tuesday, October 27, 2026 – EOT Association of Townships Annual Meeting and Banquet, Deer Creek Community Center. Time TBD

With no further business to conduct, Christianson moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:10 p.m. Estes seconded. Motion carried.



__________________________                        _________________________
Blaine Larson 				           Debbie Irmen
Supervisor					           Clerk
Approved:


