Girard Township
Regular Meeting-- MINUTES
Tuesday, July 21, 2026 – 6:00 p.m., Town Hall
Website: (www.girardtownship.us)

Girard Township Chairman Blaine Larson opened the meeting at 6 p.m., with the pledge to the flag
Present were Supervisors Larson and Larry Estes, Treasurer Kathy Trites, Road Maintenance Worker Will Luhning, and Clerk Debbie Irmen
Absent: Peter Christianson
Visitors: Ridley Curtis, Toby Curtis, Paul Aughenbaugh, and Jeff Stabnow, road engineer

The presented agenda was approved with a motion by Larson, and a second by Estes.

Public Comment Period
· Public Comment Period: Visitor questions, comments, or concerns – 5-minute speaking limit

Roads
Luhning reported that all equipment is running well; with the lack of rain, he is only grading roads that are especially rough.
Road Project – Following a brief discussion on the completed road project on 230th St. and 440th Ave., Estes moved to have center striping added. Larson seconded. Motion carried unanimously. Engineer Stabnow will bring an estimate to the August meeting.

Supervisor Estes moved to approve the June 19, 2026, regular monthly meeting, at the Town Hall. Larson seconded. Motion carried.
		
The treasurer presented the June Financials, which showed ending balances in the General Fund: $129,142.60; Road and Bridge: $466,080.70; Special Revenue: $33,176.15; Fire Fund: $25,167.76; Ambulance Fund: $63,487.34; Special Assessment: $24,094.26; Capital Projects: $167,868.80; and Equipment: $287,396.02; for a total of $1,196,413.63.
The June report will be filed for audit. 

[bookmark: _Hlk111789340]Supervisor Larson moved to approve August claims as presented/audited, totaling $385,470.90; plus payroll for Christianson, Estes, Irmen, Jacobson, Larson, Luhning (2), and K. Trites, and an additional $460.00 for gopher feet to 
Ridley Curtis, for a total of $385,930.90. Estes seconded. Motion carried.

Mail—LREC newsletter; OTCHS Newsletter

Reports/Information
The clerk reported that the two monthly subscription fees (Timeclock Wizard-Payroll and MailChimp-Newsletter) are now linked to the 1st National Bank credit card. She also purchased stamps using the card, which will be paid in August. She had received information that the Sip House was named a Reader’s Choice Award as Minnesota’s Best Gold Cidery by the Star Tribune. The Newsletter went out July 3; The clerk attended CTAS training at the end of June which was beneficial; Goats will be employed to manage vegetation at 43942 Blackjack Drive, Henning; Board of Equalization online training available – open until Feb. 1, 2027 (recommend a second supervisor take the training); District 9 Meeting Monday, Aug. 17, Underwood Town Hall;

Supervisor Larson reported the Battle Lake Fire will be updating its personnel policy, has hired one new fire fighter, and declined to pay for paving a portion of an unused parking used by the Senior Center. The association is looking to have a T-shirt/meal fundraiser in the future. He also noted that an invoice for Girard’s share of the new fire truck will be coming soon.

New Business 
Supervisor Estes moved to approve a building permit application from Jordell Thorson to replace an older model mobile home with a 16x80 mobile home at 26995 460th Ave. Larson seconded. Motion carried.

Old Business
The clerk provided information on a new Cannabis ordinance for supervisors to review in the next month. It will be added to the August regular meeting agenda.	

Supervisor Larson provided a summary of the Henning Ambulance meeting held Monday prior to this meeting. Henning ambulance is in danger of ending its service, which includes approximately 300 square miles of Girard Township, by March without funding assistance from 18 townships served. Cost to Girard Township for one year is $19,051.20. The service is seeking a prorated amount through the end of 2026 to hire new staff. Supervisor Estes moved to approve financial support to Henning Ambulance on a prorated basis through the end of 2026 and consider additional support for 2027 in January. Larson seconded. Motion carried.
No information was available on the cost of updating the Town Hall sign, so no action was taken on this matter. 

The clerk reported that the county has traffic counter equipment that it offers free of use to townships, making the need to purchase such equipment unnecessary. The township should determine dates and locations to place the counter. 

Supervisor Larson will be in contact with a resident on 230th St. regarding a tree that he questioned if it was in the Township Right-of-Way.

In the absence of a supervisor, Chairman Larson requested that the evaluation of the Road Maintenance Worker be added to the August regular meeting agenda.
	
Dates to remember 
Tuesday, July 21, 2026 – Regular Township Meeting, 6 p.m., at Girard Town Hall
Monday, August 17, 2026 – District 9 Meeting, 6 p.m. registration, 6:30 p.m. meeting, Sverdrup Town Hall, 22318 County Road 35, Underwood (This was originally scheduled on Aug. 20)
Tuesday, August 18, 2026 – Continuation of Annual Meeting (to set Levy), 5:30 p.m. at Girard Town Hall
Tuesday, August 18, 2026 -- Regular Township Meeting, 6 p.m., at Girard Town Hall
Saturday, Sept. 12, 2026 –Township Legal Seminar, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Couri & Ruppe Law Office, Glen-Kimberly Town Hall, Aitkin County (Debbie attending)
Tuesday, September 15, 2026 – Regular Township Meeting, 6 p.m., at Girard Town Hall
Tuesday, October 20, 2026 – Regular Township Meeting, 6 p.m., at Girard Town Hall
Tuesday, October 27, 2026 – EOT Association of Townships Annual Meeting and Banquet, Deer Creek Community Center. Time TBD

With no further business to discuss, Supervisor Larson moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:15 p.m. Estes seconded. Motion carried.


_________________________			______________________________
Blaine Larson 				           Debbie Irmen
Supervisor					           Clerk
Approved:

