Girard Township
Regular Meeting-- MINUTES
Tuesday, June 16, 2026 – 6:00 p.m., Town Hall
Website: (www.girardtownship.us)

Chairman Blaine Larson opened the meeting at 6 p.m. with the pledge to the flag.
Present: Supervisors Larson, Peter Christianson, Larry Estes, Treasurer Kathy Trites, and Clerk Debbie Irmen; Road Engineer Jeff Stabnow.
Absent: Road Maintenance Worker Will Luhning

Visitors: 

Public Comment Period
· Public Comment Period: Visitor questions, comments, or concerns – 5-minute speaking limit
Derek and Brooke Stommes of Denali Site and Utilities, LLC, presented a bid sheet for work his company does that may assist the township. 
Also speaking on behalf of Henning Ambulance was Chelsey Waskosky. The ambulance service is unable to recruit staff because of the low pay and is requesting that townships, including Girard, step up with financial support or the service will have to close. She was asking that the township declare its support at this time, with financial support requested in a month or so. The supervisors were in agreement that the service must continue and will further discuss monetary support at its July meeting.

Road Report – Luhning was unable to attend the meeting, but Supervisor Larson had spoken to him and presented that information: Luhning had started mowing and dust control had been completed. As of the June meeting, he was waiting on gravel delivery.

Supervisor Christianson moved to approve the minutes of May 19, 2026, regular meeting, at the Town Hall. Estes seconded. Motion carried unanimously.
	
Corrections were made to previously approved Road Report minutes, so reapproval was necessary; Supervisor Estes moved to approve the corrected minutes and Christianson seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Treasurer’s report – Kathy Trites
The treasurer presented the May Financials, which showed ending balances in the General Fund: $132,653.55; Road and Bridge: $496,229.50; Special Revenue: $33,176.15; Fire Fund: $24,283.75; Ambulance Fund: $63,487.34; Special Assessment: $24,094.26; Capital Projects: $167,868.80; and Equipment: $287,396.02; for a total of $1,229,189.37.
The April and May reports will be filed for audit. 

[bookmark: _Hlk111789340]Monthly Claims
Christianson moved to approve the claims as presented/audited, totaling $25,492.29; plus payroll for Christianson, Estes, Irmen, Larson, Luhning (2), and K. Trites; no additional claims were presented at this meeting. Larson seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Mail—LREC newsletter

Reports/Information
The clerk reported that the township had received the 1st half OTC tax payment ($248,431.35) at the end of May and the money was dispersed into the appropriate funds; she notified the board of a notice of Hearing Variance for David Sura of 44551 220th St. Vining, proposing to build an attached deck being 13 feet from the top of the bluff; the township was approved for credit cards for township business with the clerk and Larson the only authorized users. She was also required to update the CTAS accounting system and the task was completed. Due to a misunderstanding, the township was assessed a penalty for failing to submit W2 information to the MN Revenue dept.

Supervisor Larson attended the Battle Lake Fire and Rescue Meeting and reported that the radio was in and waiting to be installed in the truck. There were several fire calls, but none in Girard Township.

New Business 
Supervisor Christianson moved to approve two building permit applications as follows:
1.) Terry Nelson to complete 10’-x-20’ pre-built shed moved onto site, located at 27293 Lake Ethel Road, Battle Lake.
2.) Tony Lachowitzwer to build a 12x22ft addition onto his existing home at 22351 Co Hwy 5, Clitherall, at an approximate cost of $45,000.00. Completion is estimated by December.
Estes seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Old Business
Road Engineer Jeff Stabnow indicated that the road reclamation project on 230th St. and 440th Ave. will begin June 22 and will likely take about 2 weeks to complete. The clerk noted that all required documents, including the Certificate of Insurance, had been received. Chairman Larson was appointed to be the day-to-day contact for issues that may arise through completion of the project. 
Supervisor Christianson moved to approve up to $6,000.00 to update the Township Zoning Ordinances with the Town Law Center, to include Cannabis, data centers, and solar farms language. Estes seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 
Township/Town Hall signage-Peter has to get the sign down and transported to Fargo to his sign vendor to get an estimate, which he will try to get done before the next meeting.

The clerk will research road count equipment and present at the next meeting.

 
Dates to remember 
Tuesday, June 23, 2026 – CTAS Training for Clerks and Treasurers, 1 – 4:30 p.m., MAT office, St. Michael, Mn (previously approved)
Tuesday, July 21, 2026 -- Regular Township Meeting, 6 p.m., at Girard Town Hall
Tuesday, August 18, 2026 – Continuation of Annual Meeting (to set Levy), 5:30 p.m. at Girard Town Hall
Tuesday, August 18, 2026 -- Regular Township Meeting, 6 p.m., at Girard Town Hall
Saturday, Sept. 12, 2026 –Township Legal Seminar, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Couri & Ruppe Law Office, Glen-Kimberly Town Hall, Aitkin County (Debbie attending)
Tuesday, October 27, 2026 – EOT Association of Townships Annual Meeting and Banquet, Deer Creek Community Center. Time TBD

With no further business to discuss, the chairman declared the meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
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