Girard Township
Regular Meeting-- MINUTES
Tuesday, May 19, 2026 – 6:00 p.m., Town Hall
Website: (www.girardtownship.us)

Chairman Blaine Larson opened the meeting with the pledge to the flag and welcomed all visitors to the meeting.
Present: Supervisors Blaine Larson, Larry Estes, Peter Christianson, Clerk Debbie Irmen, and Road Maintenance worker Will Luhning. Also in attendance was Road Engineer Jeff Stabnow.
Absent: Treasurer Kathy Trites

Visitors: (See Guest Sign In)

Road Engineer Jeff Stabnow opened five bids from potential contractors for road work on 230th St. and 440th Ave. Mark Lee Asphalt of Alexandria submitted the lowest bid for $352,372.50 and was awarded the project. Stabnow will make contact and have additional details at the June meeting.

Public Comment Period
· Public Comment Period: Visitor questions, comments, or concerns – 5-minute speaking limit

Road Report – Luhning
Road Maintenance worker Will Luhning noted that all roads are in good condition and will contact Fergus Power Pump to schedule dust control application. 
With the closure of the BL Auto Parts store, Luhning requested an account be set up with the Henning NAPA Parts store in advance of any required need for parts. The board suggested the clerk call to set up an account. 
   Several residents of Blackjack Dr. were in attendance to discuss dust control application, and musk thistle problem developing both sides of the ditch. The Board agreed to apply dust control as it is the scheduled year to make that application but indicated that dust control will not be applied in 2027, when dust control will be applied to El Will Road, per the agreement reached in 2024. The township will have the musk thistle infestation sprayed on Blackjack Drive.

Estes move to approve the MINUTES of the Board of Equalization held Friday, April 24, 2026, as printed. Larson seconded. Motion carried unanimously.
Larson moved to approve the MINUTES of the April Regular monthly meeting, held Tuesday, April 21, 2026, and the Road Check MINUTES, held Friday, April 24, 2026. Christianson seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

The April and May financial reports will be presented at the June Meeting, as the treasurer was unable to attend the meeting.

[bookmark: _Hlk111789340]Monthly Claims
Christianson moved to approve the claims as presented/audited, totaling $2,283.70, along with an additional amount for gopher bounties totaling $1,620.00, for a total claims amount of $3,903.70; plus, payroll for Christianson, Estes, Irmen, Larson, Luhning (2), and K. Trites. Estes seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Thank yous were acknowledged from several entities who received donations in March. Other mail included the LREC newsletter, and a promotional flyer.
Clerk’s Report — The clerk reported that she had dropped off the Big Fish Kayak liquor license documents with Otter Tail County per the prearranged agreement. She also noted that Shred-It, a document shredding company, is scheduled at the town hall on May 28. The website has been updated and will be further updated when she has more information on the August Primary Election. She reported that Townships with a website must obtain a .gov address and she will be pursuing that this next month. Election Judge training is scheduled in early July. All election judges, head election judges (Kathy and I) and the election administrator (me) must complete the training, which is good for two years. Both Online and in-person training will be available, a link will be sent to the clerk, and she will distribute to those interested in the electronic training. The State Auditor is planning a CTAS training, probably sometime in June, and the clerk is planning to attend.
Christianson moved to pay the clerk for her time and expenses to attend the training. Estes seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 
The clerk also noted that she expects the 1st half of the OTC tax payment (the large check) by the end of May, or first part of June.

April Fire meeting – Blaine had no report as it was provided last month.

New Business 
After reviewing the sketches provided by Lake Region Electric Cooperative to place underground electric distribution lines along Sunset Hill Rd., and 240th St., and across Liberty Lane, Christianson moved to approve the requests. Estes seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Christianson moved to approve a building permit application from Kyler Leabo to build a 50x72 building at 3600-sq ft single-family home at 45332 260th St., Henning, MN. Estes seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Information and action on the purchase of Traffic Counter was tabled until June.

Old Business
The supervisors asked the clerk to get specific amendments that would be a part of the update of the Zoning Ordinance when she attends the Town Law Review in June. No action was taken
November Elections – Christianson moved to approve a resolution to change from March Township elections to November elections, which also includes lengthening terms of all elected officials to four years. Larson seconded. Estes opposed. Motion carried.

Dates to remember 
Friday, June 5, 2026 – Town Law Review seminar, 8 a.m. registration, seminar begins at 9 a.m., at Rockwoods Event Center, Otsego.
Tuesday, June 16, 2026 -- Regular Township Meeting, 6 p.m., at Girard Town Hall
Tuesday, July 21, 2026 -- Regular Township Meeting, 6 p.m., at Girard Town Hall
Tuesday, August 18, 2026 – Continuation of Annual Meeting (to set Levy), 5:30 p.m. at Girard Town Hall
Tuesday, August 18, 2026 -- Regular Township Meeting, 6 p.m., at Girard Town Hall
Saturday, Sept. 12, 2026 –Township Legal Seminar, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Couri & Ruppe Law Office, Glen-Kimberly Town Hall, Aitkin County (Debbie attending)
Tuesday, October 27, 2026 – EOT Association of Townships Annual Meeting and Banquet, Deer Creek Community Center. Time TBD

With no further business to discuss, Chairman Larson announced the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
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