Board of Review and Equalization -- MINUTES 
Friday, April 24, 2026, 9:30 a.m., at Girard Town Hall 

Girard Township Chairman of the Board Blaine Larson opened the meeting at 9:30 a.m. with the pledge to the flag and welcomed property owners and OT County Assessors Beth Finkelson and Todd Finkelson to the meeting.
Also in attendance were township Supervisors Larry Estes and Peter Christianson, Clerk Debbie Irmen, and township property owners, Paula Wentz, William Jenkins and Jeff Peterson.

Chairman Larson turned the meeting over to Assessor Beth Finkelson, who went over the sales report and lake rates. Most land values remained steady, though gravel and remote sites each increased $5,000.00. High woods increased $300.00, to $5,300.00 and low woods increased $200.00 to $3,200.00. Low pasture land values also increased $200.00 to $2,800.00. 
Lake values on Hanson Lake increased $110.00, while Ethel and Stuart lakes saw an increase of $100.00 each. Additional activity included 16 properties that changed ownership from October 2024 to September 2025.

The following property owners had questions about their valuations. Some of the owners contacted the Assessors office and were not present at the meeting:

29-000-99-0374-000, Rick Hodgett: Reduced valuation $40,000.00 from $860,100 to $820,100
29-000-99-0807-000, Lucas Peterson: No Change. He may appeal the decision with the OTC Commissioners.
29-000-99-1071-000, Raymond & Lyn Heidenson: Reduced valuation $38,500.00 from $94,500 to $56,000
29-000-99-1072-000, Maxwell Heidenson: Reduced valuation $38,500.00 from $95,900 to $57,400
29-000-99-1073-000, Timothy Peterson: Reduced valuation $38,500.00 from $156,900 to $118,400
29-000-99-1074-000, Jenne Lueker: Reduced valuation $38,500.00 from $93,800 to $55,300
29-000-99-1094-000, West Battle Lake Rentals LLC: No Change. The property owner may appeal the decision with the Otter Tail County Commissioners.

Assessors kept the no change in several cases to allow the property owners to follow up with an appeal to the Otter Tail County Commissioners.

Christianson moved to approve the Assessor’s recommendations on the above valuations. Estes seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

29-000-08-0058-003, Larry Estes: No Change. He will appeal to the OTC Commissioners.

Christianson moved to approve the Assessor’s recommendation for the Estes parcel. Larson seconded. Motion carried.

Christianson moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:30 a.m. Estes seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 
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